2026 UTO Fall Formation Materials Digital Kit
Notes regarding use: The following materials are made so you can easily add in details specific to your congregation so please note the areas in red for you to either delete or fill in.

Sample Introductory Newsletter Article
(For congregations not using the materials for children/families.)

The United Thank Offering: Back to Basics
This fall our congregation is participating in the United Thank Offering (UTO). UTO was founded in the late 1800s to help Episcopalians notice the good things God is doing in the world around them, make a thank offering for those good things, and then those offerings are given away by UTO as grants the following year. This fall, UTO is helping us get “back to basics” with a challenge to start a five-minute gratitude journalling practice.  You can share information about why you chose this program for the congregation or what you hope to experience together by using it. After church on Sunday, you can pick up your gratitude journal along with your UTO Blue Box and/or donation envelope. Studies show that people who keep a gratitude journal each evening experience better sleep and better cardiovascular health. While the benefits to our person are real, so are the benefits to our faith. When we see the good things happening around us and recognize God’s presence in those moments, we are connecting with the holy. We hope you’ll find practicing gratitude with UTO connects you with God and with others through the ministry of gratitude.

Just a reminder that 100% of all donations given to UTO are given away the following year. If you’re wondering where UTO funds were sent last year, we’ve got grant brochures available as well as one posted on the bulletin board in location. You can use your Blue Box to collect coins when something good happens in your life, or you can simply use it to hold pieces of paper naming things you are grateful for in your life- small things like a good parking spot, and big things like getting to see an old friend. We’ll collect boxes and envelopes on DATE as a part of our UTO celebration. To find out more about the work of UTO or to see a list of grants UTO has awarded visit www.unitedthankoffering.com. If you have a recent grant in your area, you can also share that information here to help connect the collection of funds to your area. 

We hope you’ll join us this fall as we make time each day to be grateful!

Sample Introductory Newsletter Article
(For congregations using the materials for children/families.)

The United Thank Offering: Back to Basics and Giving Thanks & Giving Back for Children
This fall our congregation is participating in the United Thank Offering (UTO). UTO was founded in the late 1800s to help Episcopalians notice the good things God is doing in the world around them, make a thank offering for those good things, and then those offerings are given away by UTO as grants the following year. This fall, UTO is helping us get “back to basics” with a challenge to start a five-minute gratitude journalling practice.  You can share information about why you chose this program for the congregation or what you hope to experience together by using it. After church on Sunday, you can pick up your gratitude journal along with your UTO Blue Box and/or donation envelope. Studies show that people who keep a gratitude journal each evening experience better sleep and better cardiovascular health. While the benefits to our person are real, so are the benefits to our faith. When we see the good things happening around us and recognize God’s presence in those moments, we are connecting with the holy. We hope you’ll find practicing gratitude with UTO connects you with God and with others through the ministry of gratitude.

Our young people are going to learn more about how the things they might be thankful for in their lives connects with where UTO sends grant money.  During Sunday School on dates, students will engage with a Bible Story and a topic they might be grateful for: learning, healing, food, water, and church. Then they’ll get to see photos or videos of a UTO grant site and learn about the difference a UTO grant made in that community. We’ll finish our time with a fun craft to help us remember what we learned.

Just a reminder that 100% of all donations given to UTO are given away the following year. If you’re wondering where UTO funds were sent last year, we’ve got grant brochures available as well as one posted on the bulletin board in location. You can use your Blue Box to collect coins when something good happens in your life, or you can simply use it to hold pieces of paper naming things you are grateful for in your life- small things like a good parking spot, and big things like getting to see an old friend. We’ll collect boxes and envelopes on DATE as a part of our UTO celebration. To find out more about the work of UTO or to see a list of grants UTO has awarded visit www.unitedthankoffering.com. If you have a recent grant in your area, you can also share that information here to help connect the collection of funds to your area. 

We hope you’ll join us this fall as we make time each day to be grateful!


Sample Concluding Newsletter Article

Thank you for participating in UTO this Fall!

Thank you to everyone who participated in our fall United Thank Offering programming. We concluded our program with a UTO Ingathering on DATE. Thank you to everyone who brought their Blue Boxes, Offering Envelopes, or online donations to support the important work of UTO. We collected AMOUNT. If every good thing that happened to us was represented by a dime, then this means we experienced NUMBER of blessing this past month. Thank you to everyone who participated. 

[image: A qr code with a square and square pattern

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]Our congregation participates in UTO each fall, but you can continue your journey with UTO with resources on their website or by ordering a kit of materials for individuals to use during Lent. 

[image: A qr code with a blue circle

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]
If you missed the ingathering, you can still contribute! Please drop off your Blue Box, Envelope, or donate online using the QR code to the left. 

To learn more about where your donation is going, we’ve set up a display in the parish hall with information about the 2026 grants. If you follow UTO on social media, during November they will be sharing photos and updates on all these projects. Thank you for your support of UTO!


Sample Bulletin Announcements
(For use prior to starting.)
This Fall our congregation is exploring the idea of keeping a Holy Autumn with the United Thank Offering. “An Invitation to Holy Autumn” will provide resources for this time of Harvest and understanding and keeping a Sabbath so that all find rest and renewal. Resources will be available beginning this Sunday for those that would like to use them at home on their own, and starting next Sunday, we’ll host an adult forum to work through the weekly resources. 

Four weekly modules with Reflection, Discussion/Journal questions, Activities, and Resources and Tips. 
Part One: An Invitation to a Holy Autumn, DATE, LOCATION
Part Two: What is keeping “the” Sabbath? DATE, LOCATION
Part Three: What is keeping “a” Sabbath DATE, LOCATION
Part Four: Renewal/Refreshment/Rest DATE, LOCATION

[image: A qr code with a square and square pattern

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]Alongside this formation program, we’ll also have UTO Blue Boxes and donation envelopes available as well as brochures that explain the work of UTO. We’ll collect boxes and envelopes on DATE as a part of our UTO celebration. To find out more about the work of UTO or to see a list of grants UTO has awarded use the QR Code to the left.

Sample Bulletin Announcements
(Week One.)
This week our congregation is starting a 30-day gratitude challenge with the United Thank Offering! Please be sure to stop by coffee hour to pick up your 5-minute gratitude journal and learn more about the important work of UTO. In Sunday School, our children are learning about how they can give thanks with UTO and give back to the world around them. Today they will focus on giving thanks for learning and they will see information about a 2022 UTO grant to the Diocese of South Dakota. The Cheyenne River Episcopal Mission @ Black Horse Ranch (Šuŋgsapa Othi) offers community Equine Programs for the whole family all year long including: Summer Horse Day Camp, Equine Facilitated Therapeutic Learning, and the Center for Equine Meditation. You can learn more about this program via their Facebook page including how to support their ongoing ministry.

[image: A qr code with a square and square pattern

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]Today we are also passing out UTO Blue Boxes, donation envelopes, and brochures that explain the work of UTO. We’ll collect boxes and envelopes on DATE as a part of our UTO celebration. To find out more about the work of UTO or to see a list of grants UTO has awarded use the QR Code to the left.

Sample Bulletin Announcements
(Week Two.)
This week our congregation is continuing our 30-day gratitude challenge with the United Thank Offering! Please be sure to stop by coffee hour to pick up your 5-minute gratitude journal and learn more about the important work of UTO. In Sunday School, our children are learning about how they can give thanks with UTO and give back to the world around them. Today they will focus on giving thanks for healing and they will see information about a 2026 UTO grant to the Diocese of Cyprus and the Gulf. This grant funds a project to add solar power to an Anglican Church that operates an eye clinic. By adding solar power, the clinic will now be able to expand to offer vaccines, and gathering spaces for medical students. To learn more about the Ras Morbat Eye Clinic visit: https://rasmorbatclinic.org/

[image: A qr code with a square and square pattern

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]Today we are also passing out UTO Blue Boxes, donation envelopes, and brochures that explain the work of UTO. We’ll collect boxes and envelopes on DATE as a part of our UTO celebration. To find out more about the work of UTO or to see a list of grants UTO has awarded use the QR Code to the left.

Sample Bulletin Announcements
(Week Three.)
This week our congregation is continuing our 30-day gratitude challenge with the United Thank Offering! Please be sure to stop by coffee hour to pick up your 5-minute gratitude journal and learn more about the important work of UTO. In Sunday School, our children are learning about how they can give thanks with UTO and give back to the world around them. Today they will focus on giving thanks for water by learning about a 2025 UTO grant to the Diocese of Lesotho to drill a well at a school to provide water for the school and to allow for irrigation for a garden to feed the students and their families. Learn more about the Diocese of Lesotho here: https://www.dol.org.ls
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AI-generated content may be incorrect.]Alongside this program, today we are also passing out UTO Blue Boxes, donation envelopes, and brochures that explain the work of UTO. We’ll collect boxes and envelopes on DATE as a part of our UTO celebration. To find out more about the work of UTO or to see a list of grants UTO has awarded use the QR Code to the left.

Sample Bulletin Announcements
(Week Four.)
This week our congregation is continuing our 30-day gratitude challenge with the United Thank Offering! Please be sure to stop by coffee hour to pick up your 5-minute gratitude journal and learn more about the important work of UTO. In Sunday School, our children are learning about how they can give thanks with UTO and give back to the world around them. Today they will focus on giving thanks for food by learning about a 2026 UTO grant that provides food for those in need via Lynchburg Grows, a seven-acre farm. Learn more here https://www.lynchburggrows.org 
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AI-generated content may be incorrect.]Alongside this program, today we are also passing out UTO Blue Boxes, donation envelopes, and brochures that explain the work of UTO. We’ll collect boxes and envelopes on DATE as a part of our UTO celebration. To find out more about the work of UTO or to see a list of grants UTO has awarded use the QR Code to the left.

Sample Bulletin Announcements
(Week Four.)
This week our congregation is continuing our 30-day gratitude challenge with the United Thank Offering! Please be sure to stop by coffee hour to pick up your 5-minute gratitude journal and learn more about the important work of UTO. In Sunday School, our children are learning about how they can give thanks with UTO and give back to the world around them. Today they will focus on giving thanks for church by learning about a couple of UTO grant sites that help people worship in their own languages. They are also going to do a special presentation next week at coffee hour as a part of our Ingathering celebration on the grant sites and what they’ve learned about UTO.
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AI-generated content may be incorrect.]Alongside this program, today we are also passing out UTO Blue Boxes, donation envelopes, and brochures that explain the work of UTO. We’ll collect boxes and envelopes on DATE as a part of our UTO celebration. To find out more about the work of UTO or to see a list of grants UTO has awarded use the QR Code to the left.


Sample Bulletin Announcements
(Ingathering Sunday.)
[image: ]Thank you for participating in our gratitude back to basics with UTO this fall. Today we will celebrate all of the blessing of our life by hosting our UTO Ingathering. Today we encourage you to bring forward your Blue Boxes, UTO envelopes, or one of the “I Gave Online” cards available at the back of the church during our Ingathering prayers and songs as a part of the offertory. 100% of the funds you give today, will be given away in 2027 to support churches like ours who are working to be the gifts of God for the people of God in their communities. To give online, you can use the card at the back or the QR code to the left.

Sample Bulletin Announcements
(Sunday after Ingathering.)
[image: ] Thank you for participating in our gratitude back to basics with UTO this fall. Last week, we celebrated all the blessing of our life by hosting our UTO Ingathering.  If you were unable to attend last week, you can still give to support the work of UTO. 100% of the funds you give today, will be given away in 2027 to support churches like ours who are working to be the gifts of God for the people of God in their communities. Please be sure to drop off your Blue Box or donation envelope this week or place it in the offering plate today. To give online, you can use the QR code to the left.
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