
Helpful Hints for the Ida Soule Award
Beginning in 2026, the UTO grant committee will only choose one application to move forward at any
amount above $55,000. This does not guarantee that the grant will be funded, meaning that there may or
may not be an Ida Soule Award each year. Applications not selected to move forward at the higher amount
will be considered at the lower amount for funding.
We strongly recommend seeing the additional funding as a second phase to the initial project represented
in the smaller funding request. We recommend reviewing the UTO grant list to see the kinds of projects that
get funded at the higher amount. Many applicants who ask for the higher amount fail to justify either portion
of the project because the scope is unclear in the application and budget. Be sure to think through the full
request and the smaller request. 
Applicants will need to fill out an additional form and include additional information on their budget, helpful
hints for those items are below.

2026 Ida Soule Form Helpful Hints

Helpful Hints for Filling Out the Ida Soule Award Form
Be sure to read the notes at the top of the form and use them to help you answer the questions.
This form includes three questions that get to the heart of what makes a project eligible for additional
funding: transformative project for your community, the project is necessary and needed now, and the
project impact. It is very important that you can clearly articulate the capacity your community has for this
project and show that it can be completed successfully either scaled up or down.

Helpful Hints for the Budget for Ida Soule
We recommend thinking about the budget as way to scale your project. The budget at $55,000 should
allow for your project to move forward as either a pilot or a smaller scale project. It should not be the same
budget as the $100,000 with items simply removed. Begin with the $55,000 budget, and then consider
your capacity and the projects ability to transform the community if you had additional funds.
We do not recommend applying for this fund if your higher grant just allows you to do the same project in
multiple locations or if you do not have other funding sources available for this project.


