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Thank you for your interest in and support of the United Thank Offering, and 
welcome to our second annual report. Because we believe that transparency and 
openness are essential to both our good governance and your engaged 
participation in UTO, we began publishing annual reports last year to show how 
much money we receive each year, where it comes from, where it goes, and what 
it accomplishes.  
 
Perhaps the most exciting accomplishment was that giving to UTO increased in 
2018 and we were able to give over $200,000 more in grants than we had in the 
previous year! Thanks to all of you who paid attention to your blessings and 
shared offerings in your Blue Boxes, we were able to fund 45 grant projects 
around the world for innovative programs to create Beloved Communities and 
bless other lives. You can find a list and brief description of each of these grants 
on our website at https://unitedthankoffering.com/granting/. 
 
UTO treasures its history but is even more excited about our future. Living a life 
based on gratitude and a grateful response to blessings has been UTO's message 
for 135 years and there is a new wave of support, both scientific and popular, for 
that message. Living gratefully rather than graspingly is good for us physically, 
emotionally, and spiritually, and there is no better way to begin the daily practice 
of gratitude than becoming a member-participant in the United Thank Offering. 
 
Please read and enjoy the rest of this report and let us know if we've answered all 
of your questions. UTO wouldn't be able to do this wonderful work without you 
all, and we are truly grateful for each one of you.  
 
Gratefully, 
Sherri Dietrich, UTO Board President 
 

 



2018 UTO GOALS IN REVIEW 
  



2018 UTO BOARD HAIL AND FAREWELL 

FAREWELL 
Farewell and an abundance of gratitude for the time, talent and faith of the Board members who have rotated 
out of leadership on the Board and to our staff member who has transitioned on to higher education. 
 

Sandra Squires, President, Nebraska 
Marcie Cherau, Vice President, Georgia 
Birdie Blake-Reid, Secretary, Long Island 
Joyce Haines, Province II, Southern Virginia 
Peg Cooper, Province V, Missouri 
Elizabeth Campbell, Province VI, South Dakota 

Valinda Jackson, Province VII, Kansas 
Barbara Schafer, Province VIII, Nevada 
Reina Isabel Lopez, Province IX, Honduras 
Sarah Carver, Appointed Member, North Carolina 
Marion Luckey, Executive Council Liaison  
Kayla Massey, Associate Staff Officer

 

HAIL 
A big welcome to all of our new members and to help you get to know them, they are sharing what they are most 
thankful for from 2018.  
 

Sherri Dietrich, President,  
Maine 

Joyce Landers, Vice-President, 
Central Gulf Coast 

Kathy Mank, Financial Secretary, 
Southern Ohio  

  

 

I’m grateful for my wife and her 
unfailing support of UTO and my 
work for UTO.  

I am grateful for the gift of music 
and the new organ at my parish 

home. 

No greater gratitude in 2018 than 
for the respite and love of the 

Sisters of the Community of the 
Transfiguration. 

   

Jane Jellison, Province I 
Representative, Rhode Island  

Vernese Smith, Province II 
Representative, Long Island 

Rosamond Daniels, Province III 
Representative, Washington 

  

 

I am eternally thankful for my 
siblings. I have been blessed to 
grow up and old with them. 

I am thankful for  
my support group. 

I am thankful for the love and care 
of my family. 

   



Diane Gabbard, Province VI 
Representative, Lexington  

Gail Donovan, Province V 
Representative, Western 

Michigan  

Chris Plantz, Province VI 
Representative, Nebraska 

  

 

This year marked 50 years of 
marriage to my wonderful husband 
and best friend. I am thankful to 
have a loving family to celebrate 
with us. 

There were so many things to be 
grateful for– fun summer days with 

my grandchildren and travelling 
across this beautiful country - but 
I’m especially grateful for a safe 

warm home. 

I am for my home and life in 
Nebraska. 

for   

Kate Mietus, Province VIII 
Representative, Spokane 

Hilda Lammar, Province IX 
Representative, Dominican 
Republic  

Lorraine Candelario, Appointed 
Member, Puerto Rico 

 

 

 
With my blue box ~ I am very 
thankful for blue sky and snow. 

Gracias al Dios del universo al 
permitirme vivir el año 2018 y 

recibir un miembro nuevo en  mi 
familia, gracias por compartir con 
otras hermanas  fuera de mi pais, 
gracias por lo que me a dado y lo 
que ha dejado de dar, gracias por 
su misericordia para conmigo y los 

mios, gracias por la vida, en el 
nombre de Cristo, Amen. 

 

Lord, I am truly grateful to you for 
giving me such wonderful and 

special daughters, grandsons and 
husband that are with, helping, 

and loving me in their unique 
ways. 

   



Caitlyn Darnell, Young Adult 
Board Member, North Carolina  

Sedona Jacobson, Young Adult 
Board Member, Navajoland 

Matthew Cowden,  
Executive Council Liaison, 

Northern Indiana 

   
I am grateful for my new job and 
my new home, especially the 
morning sunlight it catches and the 
peace I am cultivating in it. 

In 2018 I am thankful for the 
blessings, challenges, and 

opportunities acquired within the 
year and am excited to see what 

2019 has in store for all. 

In 2018 I am most grateful for 
getting to spend two weeks with 

my best friend Jefferson, who 
received his fourth degree 

blackbelt, turned fifty and is kicking 
cancer one chemo round at a time. 

   

Heather Melton, Staff Officer, 
Navajoland  

Michelle Walker, Associate Staff 
Officer, Northern Indiana 

Katelyn Kenney, Julia Chester 
Emery Intern, Texas 

   
I am thankful for the opportunity to 
spend time with the wonderful 
young women who are a part of 
UTO, they inspire me and 
challenge me to continue to learn, 
grow and change. 

I’m grateful for a family that loves 
me for who I am, helps me to be a 
better person, and supports each 

other through thick and thin. 

I’m grateful that in 2018, I got to 
join in the work of the Office of 

Government Relations/Episcopal 
Public Policy Network as a part of 

my second Internship Year.  

   

We do have a few remaining openings on the UTO Board. If you are a UTO member, coordinator or leader in 
Province VII, and are interested in serving on the UTO Board, please be in touch with us! 
  



2018 UNITED THANK OFFERING INGATHERING REVIEW 
Growing Gratitude: In Our Hearts, In Our Congregations, In Our Community and in the World 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

At a dime a piece, we collected almost eleven million thanksgivings in 2018. 
 

Thank you to the 53 dioceses listed below for growing gratitude  
and participation in 2018 by increasing giving to UTO! 

 

 
Vector Illustration by <a href="https://www.vecteezy.com">Vecteezy</a>  

2018 By the Numbers 
Total Ingathering: 

$1,085,007.64 
 

Total from Trust Funds, Returned Grant 
Money and Interest: 

$450,732.91 
 

Total Granted: 
$1,535,740.55 
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2018 GRANTS:  
BECOMING BELOVED COMMUNITY:  

RACIAL HEALING, RECONCILIATION AND JUSTICE 
 

In 2018, the United Thank Offering Annual Grant process focused on supporting the Presiding Bishop’s 
directive of Becoming Beloved Community through 45 grant awards. 
 

3 historic grants, for a total of $123,352.11, supported Episcopal Migration Ministries, provided a final gift 
to the missionaries (see below on the Emery Trust), and funded the Julia Chester Emery Internship.  
 

4 grants, for a total of $234,481.70 supported projects in the Anglican Communion. From purchasing 
a building in Reus, Spain to house refugee youth and start an acrobatic team to the purchase of water tanks 
to provide clean water in Kenya. The international grants show the wide range of needs and challenges our 
partners are facing. 
 

5 companion grants, for a total of $236,145.13 supported companion projects between a diocese 
within The Episcopal Church and one in the Anglican Communion or a diocese that receives support 
from the General Convention Budget. From the support of North Dakota in the purchase of a van for the 
camp in South Dakota to building of a community center in Costa Rica with the support of the Diocese of 
Rochester, these grants are a reminder of the power of working together to be signs of God’s love and 
reconciliation in the world. 
 

22 grants, for a total of $787,151.34 went directly to support projects within Episcopal dioceses. From 
supporting the work of Joel Nafuma in Rome to new appliances in Dallas, these grants are projects that show 
how powerful it is when the church and the community work together to live out the Baptismal Covenant. 
 

10 Grants for a total of $24,911 were awarded to Young Adults and Seminarians through our YAS Grant 
Program. These projects ranged from Camp Rise in Southern Ohio to support young people who have lost a 
relative due to drug use to an agricultural project in Haiti. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In 2018, we rediscovered the Emery Trust, a fund which had not been used since 2006. Originally created to 
support furloughs for UTO Missionaries and the upkeep/furnishing of the Emery Guest Rooms and Lounge 
in New York, the fund went on to fund gifts for missionaries after UTO no longer sent missionaries. The 
proceeds from the fund (and the gifts for missionaries) were included in the annual listing of UTO grants. 
Thanks to a lot of folks working together, the Trust can now be used for the original purposes but also to 
support retreats for missionaries. Everyone agreed that gifts for missionaries were problematic from an 
auditing standpoint so this change allows us to have an auditable grant and fulfil the historic purposes of the 
Emery Trust by caring for the artifacts of UTO and supporting missionaries to have the rest and relationship 
work that is so important for their health and wellbeing. Since the Emery Trust was resolved late in 2018, the 
UTO Board approved the $36,000 Emery Trust Grant to the Archives to restore the items from the Emery 
Lounge (including Julia Chester Emery’s portrait) and to create a digital Emery Lounge on the Archives 
webpage to debut at General Convention in Baltimore.   



2018-2019 JULIA CHESTER EMERY INTERN: KATELYN KENNEY 
 

In my first year as the Julia Chester Emery Intern, I 
lived in Houston as part of the Texas Episcopal 
Service Corps and served with Missional Voices. 
This three-fold internship was transformative in 
many ways: ESC provided me with opportunities to 
volunteer, pray with my community, and become 
more independent; Missional Voices allowed me 
to practice sharing an idea or a message with an 
audience and gave me valuable organizational 
experience; UTO took me around the country (and 
in 2018-19, around the world) and taught me how 
to engage with the world with a grateful heart. 
Over the course of the year, I participated in many 
trainings and events such as ABCD Training, 
Forma, CEEP, UNCSW, and the Poor People’s 
Campaign. I traveled for board meetings, 
conferences, and trips to regions with multiple 
grant sites, like Navajoland. With Missional Voices, 
I led or assisted on social media campaigns such as 
Missional Mondays (weekly thought-provoking 
themes) and Self(ie) Reflections (responses to The 
Good Book Club), as well as aided in the planning 
and running of our annual national gathering. With 
UTO, I contributed to the development of the Blue 
Box App and the organizing of our Blue Box App 
Launch Party, spoke at the Young Adult Festival at 
General Convention, and created a gratitude 
scavenger hunt for General Convention visitors. 
With ESC, I volunteered at The Beacon, a non-
profit of the Diocese of Texas that addresses needs 
of the Houston homeless, participated in bi-weekly 
formation for personal and professional 
development, and photographed and filmed 
volunteers repairing a home damaged by 
Hurricane Harvey. 
 
Before I took on this position, I could not have 
imagined the doors that would open for me in the 
coming months. I am abundantly grateful for the 
work of the UTO and to be able to join in that 
ministry while also partnering with Missional 
Voices and the Episcopal Service Corps. 
 

 



2018 FINANCIAL REPORT 
This year we wanted to give you a quick overview of our UTO finances for 2018 but since 2018 
included General Convention, when we produce the majority of UTO Educational Materials, we also 
wanted to share with you the costs per item of some of our more popular giveaways to stress the 
importance of growing the Memorial Trust Fund given the growing cost of printed materials. 
 

UTO Educational Materials Cost Overview 
Each UTO Blue Box costs $1.25 to produce. Blue Boxes are created in Atlanta, where they are cut 
with a specially made die cutter, pre-folded and glued before being shipped to the distribution 
center in Arizona. This is why we don’t change the design very often, because we print three pallets 
worth of Blue Boxes at a time to keep the cost as low as possible. In 2018, we also created the Blue 
Box as a free download that you can print on cardstock, cut out and fold. (We’re adding the 
downloadable box in Spanish in 2019!) Prayer Booklets, which are produced only for General 
Convention, are 55¢ each, grant brochures are 73¢, and prayer cards are 25¢. With brochures that 
are time sensitive, like grant brochures, we print a limited amount and offer them as a free download 
to help decrease or eliminate waste. For all of these reasons, we ask that you order only what you 
need and please do not stockpile resources, that way we have enough for everyone, and we can 
keep our overhead and costs at a minimum. 
 

2018 Income vs. Expenses Overview 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
With our profound thanks… 

Thank you to everyone who supports the ongoing work of UTO by giving to the Memorial Trust Fund 
or by remembering the Trust in your will. This ensures that our ability to offer resources at little or no 
cost can continue. The General Convention contribution declined by approximately $28,486 
between 2017 and 2018 so we continue to work to decrease costs and increase the Memorial Trust.  



2018 YEAR END MEMORIAL TRUST FUND REPORT 
 

The United Thank Offering (UTO) Memorial Trust Fund was established in 1982 as a way to ensure that every penny 
donated to UTO through the Ingathering would be granted. Earnings from investment of the trust fund are used 
to continue the work of UTO by providing for the expenses of the UTO Board and Staff. Earnings are also used to 
provide free resources to support the increase in participation in UTO.  
 

In 2018, we received 63 donations equaling $8,747.83, all of which was added to the principal of the trust. In 2018, 
the Memorial Trust Fund interest provided for $257,196.93 to support the work of the United Thank Offering. 
 

 

We now offer the Memorial Trust Fund brochure in English and Spanish. Download yours at: 
https://unitedthankoffering.com/memorial-trust/ or order the English version from the distribution center. 

 

2018 MEMORIAL TRUST FUND DONORS 
Thank you to everyone who donated to or remembered in their will the Memorial Trust Fund.  

 

Jane Ames  
Birdie Blake-Reid  
Ellen Brown 
Frances Bruton 
Elizabeth Campbell  
Lorraine Candelario  
the Rev. Sarah Carver  
Peg Cooper  
Mr. & Mrs. John Crist  
Rosamond Daniels  
Caitlyn Darnell  
Sherri Dietrich 
Gail Donovan  
Terry & Jill Frisbie  
Ann Gillis 
Joyce Haines 
Kan Hanson 
Joanna Henrichs  
Alice Jackson 
Valinda Jackson  
Sedona Jacobson 
Katelyn Kenney 
Jane Jellison 
Margaret and George Klumb  
Joyce Landers  
Kathy Lennox  

Reina Lopez  
Marion Luckey  
Maria Malagon  
Kathy Mank  
Kayla Massey  
The Rev. Canon Heather Melton 
Maggie Noland 
Chris Plantz 
Yvette Presnell  
the Schubert Family 
Vernese Smith  
The Rt. Rev. Doug Sparks  
Sandra Squires  
The Swindell Family 
Jennie Temple 
Bernice Turner  
Vicki Van Rensselaer  
The Rev. Canon Michelle Walker 
John Walz  
ECW, Diocese of Chicago 
ECW, Diocese of Louisiana 
ECW, Western Massachusetts  
Episcopal Diocese of Spokane Bishops Guild 
St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church 
St. Peter the Fisherman Episcopal Church 
St. Philip’s Episcopal Church 

 
To see the full list of donors since the inception of the trust, along with their intentions, 

please visit: https://unitedthankoffering.com/memorial-trust/ 
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