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The United Thank Offering  
2021 COVID-19 Grant Recipient Spotlight 
 
Saint Luke/San Lucas Laundry Project, the Diocese 
of Los Angeles 
 

Tell us about what the UTO grant allowed you to do? 
The UTO grant allowed us to purchase laundry equipment and 
renovate a space to support our shower ministry. The washer/dryer 
units are behind a locked garage-style roll up door when not in use, 
with easily accessible front loaders when in use. The room includes 
a shelf for laundry baskets, detergent, and bleach. Thanks to the 
new machines, towels and clothes for the Shower Program are 
largely washed and dried by noon when the last person finishes 
showering. We no longer have unsanitary piles of dirty laundry in 
our courtyard waiting to be washed on Thursday. Now that the 
Laundry is built and functioning well for the Shower Program, we 
hope to initiate our limited Laundry Love Program this summer. 
We hope to provide a safe space for parents with children to come 
wash their clothes while the children play on our playground. The 
first constituency we plan to serve will be our Spanish language 
worship community. Many of our parishioners have suffered 
extreme financial hardship during COVID, and several have been 
compelled to combine households to avoid homelessness.  
 
What is your biggest success from the grant?  
The biggest success was that we 
managed to complete the work in 
5 weeks without ever shutting 
down Saturday Showers. Fewer 
towels and clothes are being 
thrown away because we don't 
have the capacity to wash them. 
Of course, the improvements in 
look and efficiency have filled our 
imaginations with several upgrades that our leaders now hope to 
make in our Shower Program and Community Use areas. 
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The United Thank Offering  
2021 COVID-19 Grant Recipient Spotlight 
 
Ceylon Food Security, Diocese of Kurunagala,  
Church of Ceylon 
 

 
Tell us about what the UTO grant allowed you to do? 
COVID-19 increased food insecurity in our region. The intention 
of the Diocese was to select two areas: one in the SInhala speaking 
regions and another one in the Thamil speaking regions, to teach 
about agricultural projects to support your family. At first this was 
aimed mainly at agricultural produce but later it went into farming 
as well. More than 200 families, church members, and community 
members of these two regions have been impacted.  
 
What is your biggest success from the grant?  
We learned that our diocese has many natural resources, and we 
need to utilize these in alignment with self-sufficiency practices. At 
first this project looked as any other we might have undertaken, yet 
the encouragement and support of parishes was noteworthy. We 
advise that anyone interested in self-sufficiency drives to start even 
at a small scale and evaluate progress. This leads to much large-scale 
projects with the involvement of the community. 
 
The impact of the self-sufficiency drive was inspiring and motivated us during 
these troublesome times. Lashantha Perera, Diocesan Secretary. 
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